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WHO WEARE 
The Other Press has been Douglas College's student newspaper 
since 1976. Since 1978 we have been an autonomous publication, 
independent of the student union. We are a registered society under the 
Society Act of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person board of 
directors appointed by and from our staff. Our head office is located in 
the New Westminster campus. 
The OCher Press is published weekly during the fall and winter 
lelllelten, and moatbly duria& tile summer. We receive our fuadin& 
from a ..-.levy coUec:tecl daroup tulitioa fees every semester Ill 
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registration, and from local and national advertising revenue. The 
Other Press is a member of the Canadian University Press (CUP) , a 
syndicate of student newspapers that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose what we will publish, and 
we will not publish material that is hateful, obscene, or condones or 
promotes iUegal activities. Submissions may be edited for clarity and 
brevity if necessary. All images ~ are copyright to their respeetive 
owners. 
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Is this a moment we'll remember? 
Garth Mclennan 
Editor in Chief 
When news broke that Osama bin-Laden had finally been located, apprehended and eventually 
killed, to say the least I was stunned. It 
was one of those surreal moments where 
something that the Western world has 
collectively waited so long for, that when 
it finally happened, I wasn't sure what the 
feeling that was washing over me exactly 
was. Relief? Happiness? Uncertainty? 
Whatever it was, it was a good feeling, but 
a strange one nonetheless. 
· For most students here at Douglas . 
College, we're old enough to remember 
September 11,2001. We're old enough to 
remember the unprecedented manhunt for 
bin Laden that followed that horrible day 
and we're old enough to remember the 
seemingly endless intelligence snippets 
that were periodically released or leaked 
to the media, all of them claiming that 
the whereabouts of al-Qaeda's infamous 
founder were being narrowed down, and 
that the United States was closing in on 
him. 
As the years went by and the national 
consciousness shifted onto other matters, 
not because of forgetting what happened 
in September almost ten years ago (God, 
has it been that long?) but simply moving 
on to a certain degree, bin Laden drifted· 
away from the forefront of our minds. He 
surfaced every now and again after the 
release of one of his increasingly insane 
videos but the combination of living in 
the information age, where there is a 
new "breaking" story every day an9 the 
attentio~ span of the general public grows 
ever shorter, and the simple passage of time 
put bin Laden and the hunt for him in the 
background in the last several years. 
So after all this time, what exactly 
is the appropriate feeling now that the 
greatest and most recognizable terrorist 
of modem times has died? I think that the 
death of bin Laden signifies an important 
and symbolic step in the war to purge the 
world of terrorism, but at the same time it 
also symbolises just how far we have to go. 
It took ten years, a long ten years, fer the 
incredible might of the American military 
machine to find and bring bin Laden to 
justice. In that decade there has been a 
string of terrifying incidents all across the 
globe, some successful and some not, that 
should ser.:e as a chilling reminder that 
terrorism, in so many forms, it still a large 
and very real part of our lives. 
Killing bin Laden is a prominent sigh 
that we as a society are well on the way to 
eventually breaking the backs of terrorist 
organizations around the worl~, ~ut when 
put into perspective of just how long ago 
9/11 really was, it also shows how far we 
have to go as well. 
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Recreation classes this summer 
I f you are participating in the joys of the summer semester this year and are looking for ways to keep in 
shape in between classes, you're in luck. 
Recreation classes are continuing to run 
throughout the summer semester at both 
Douglas campuses. 
The New West campus recreation 
centre has a weekly fitness schedule, with 
different classes depending on the day. 
On Mondays there will be a basic step 
class starting at noon. Tuesdays follow 
with a relaxing class of yoga, starting 
at 11:35am. Core workout classes are 
also available on this day at I 2:35pm. 
Wednesdays at noon are kick boxing 
days, this is great for anyone who has 
never tried kick boxing before. Thursday 
is the core strength class at 11:35am, and 
Friday follows another yoga session at 
noon. Classes at David Lam run from 
Monday to Wednesday only. Monday 
holds a yoga class at noon, following by 
a zumba class at 4:30pm (Zumba can be 
classified a dance fitness program). On 
Tuesday there is both tennis and what's 
called a fun run at 4:30pm. Lastly, on 
Wednesdays similar to New West there is 
kick boxing at 4:30pm. 
If you are interested in any of these 
classes or would like more information, 
check out the Health and Wellness tab at 
www.douglife.ca. You can also register 
for these classes on this website. 
Voting, elections, and the student body 
By Marla Asselln-Roy, Staff Reporter 
0 ver the past few years, there have been several campaigns urging young adults aged 18 and 
up to vote. Due to the fact that current 
university students are going to be the 
ones running the economy in the ever 
so near future, it should be logical that 
today's young adults have their voices 
heard at an election. According to voting 
polls, the number of young people voting 
annually is declining. To somt:, this a 
cause for concern because it is today's 
young people that are needed to define the 
next gerteration. 
Recent studies show that 
approximately only fifty percent of young 
people vote. According to various surveys 
done, (typically surveys of students) 
the main reasoning for this is because 
it is an inconvenience to shift one's 
busy schedule in order to make the time 
to vote. Other possible reasons do not 
only affect the student body, but many 
Canadian citizens as a whole, s~ch as the 
thought that one more vote really can't 
make a difference. Also, Elections Canada 
has warned Canadian citizens that if they 
post election results on social networking 
sites such as Facebook before the polls 
are closed, that individual will receive a 
$25 ,000 fine, which according to many 
is not a very good strategy for engaging 
young voters to speak up. 
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Students who do vote are urging 
those who don't to change their ways and 
hit the polls. All across Canada, students 
are advertising their right to vote to 
their schools and communities. Several 
stu_dents were outraged that running 
candidates generally seem to think 
young people have no or little care about 
the election, because of the low voting 
numbers amongst youth. In order to prove 
these candidates wrong, voting mobs 
acted as a result. In April, vote mobs took 
place at the University of Ottawa, the 
University of British Columbia, and a few 
other post secondary institutions. This act 
Aboriginal Gathering Place is finally set up 
By Marla Asselln-Roy, Staff Reporter 
I t has been approximately one year since the Aboriginal Gathering Place first began construction on the fourth 
floor. The gathering place is located right 
next to Student Services and is meant 
to be a multi-purpose facility. There is 
one larger room that will be used as a 
classroom, as well as a study space, a 
place for students to hang out, and a place 
for traditional ceremonies to be held. 
There is a smaller room that is joined 
to the large one, and it will be used for 
things like meetings, potlucks, and a 
small stage areas for performers . 
The Gathering Place officially 
opened on April 14, for a ceremony that 
involved a burning of herbs in order 
to allow the rooms to cleanse and heal 
before they are put to use by students 
and staff. Currently the Gathering 
Place is undecorated, however Dave 
Seaweed, Coordinator of Aboriginal 
Student Services, claims that he and the 
rest of the planning committee will be 
decorating the rooms with traditional and 
significant Aboriginal pieces. Their goal 
has shifted across the country, and voting 
mobs in places like Edmonton will take 
place in May, hopefully giving young 
people a stronger voice when it comes to 
elections. 
When it comes to students and 
voting, a study published by the Canadian 
Education Project has also found that 
students are most likely to vote NDP. 27% 
of students favoured the New Democratic 
Party over the others, although the Liberal 
party was in a close second place. Most 
of the students who were surveyed did in 
fact confirm that they would be voting in 
the federal election, others were unsure 
for decorating is to make sure that all 
Aboriginal works of art ar~ displayed-
varying from the Metis, Inuit, and the 
northwest coast First Nations people. 
The art will be a very important factor in 
showing the diversities of Canada's first 
nations . This art will hopefully attract 
students into the gathering place, and 
ultimately bring a new sense of culture on 
the campus. 
This space can be used for a variety 
of things, both students and staff are 
excited for it to be up and running. Grand 
opening ceremonies will be held in 
September. 
and quite a few were undecided or did not 
want to vote at all. This study found that 
out of all Canadian provinces, Alberta 
was the most interesting and diverse when 
it comes to voting. The student votes were 
divided between the Conservative party 
and the NDP, both parties had the most 
popularity and most support. 
Overall, Canadians young and old 
are hoping that young people will take 
advantage of their right to vote. The baby 
boomers cannot be in control forever and 
it is up to today's current young adults to 
help mould Canadian society into what it 
will be in the future. 
The art of geocaching 
Adult treasure hunting 
By Jenn Markham 
I f you' ve been walking in a forested area lately and saw someone wandering off the trail with a GPS 
in their hand, looking for something, 
chances are they were geocaching, and 
they'd consider you a muggle. This 
phenomenon is taking storms online 
where people post GPS coordinates , 
comment about great hiding places and 
great finds. There are also travelling 
geocaches such as a tiki man decoration 
found in Whistler that was travelling from 
Alaska to California, and whose travels 
could be tracked online. The idea is for 
the finder to plant it somewhere closer to 
its destination. 
There is geocaching etiquette too, 
according to Douglas student, Brian 
Hufsmith , "You don't move a geocache, 
and you don't take from a Geocache 
without leaving something behind. The 
stuff I left behind was usually random 
things I had in my pocket at the time." 
Hufsmith also said, "The great thing about 
Geocaching is the friendly subculture 
surrounding it." 
He heard about it from a friend 's 
mom in high school who searched with 
her GPS , and to date he 's found about 
eight. "I'm pretty sure there's a story 
behind every random bit of junk you find 
in a cache" continues Hufsmith. "Off the 
top of my head I remember finding a lot 
of kid's toys, stuff like kinder surprise 
toys, plastic animals, bouncy balls,jacks, 
and Pokemon of course!" 
Unlike Hufsmith, Chris Edoe hasn't 
been as lucky in finding them. "I still 
haven't found anything. We tried once by 
got scared by the forest" said Edoe, who 
Calling all Scrapbookers! 
By Jenn Markham 
I f you're into scrapbooking and still free this Saturday May 14, then check out the ten-hour Scrapbook 
Marathon happening at Capital Hill Hall 
in Burnaby. This event will give you the 
time you need to finish projects , meet 
friends and support a great cause. All 
proceeds from the event support Cindy 
Dopson on her Ride to Conquer Cancer, 
supporting the BC Cancer Foundation. 
Price of entry is forty dollars which 
includes a pizza dinner, door prizes , 
goody bags, reserved seating and spot 
contests. Attendees are asked to bring a 
dish for the potluck lunch and snacks. 
Also, For Keeps Sake Scrapbooking will 
be providing a fully stocked onDsite 
store. 
Saturday, May 14 
lOam to 8pm 
Capital Hill Hall 
361 Howard Ave , Burnaby 
For more information call Cindy at 
604044401118 or email Lucille at 
lgwright@telus .net. 
The Other Press is hiring an Editor-in-Chief! 
The Other Press is hiring an editor-in-chief at the end of July. The successful candidate 
will have strong leadership skills with 
a demonstrated record of impeccable 
writing and editing. The selected 
candidate will have outstanding 
organizational, computer and business 
skills , and will be available to deal with 
all workings of the newspaper whenever 
the need arises. The successful applicant 
will be capable of balancing a wide 
variety of managerial duties at a high 
level of performance, from the editing 
process to recruiting and retaining 
advertisers to overseeing all aspects 
of the financial side of the newspaper, 
including, but not limited to, developing 
and balancing a detailed budget. 
The successful applicant will 
have experience in the newspaper 
business, and will have an extensive 
editing and writing background. The 
successful candidate will have strong 
communication and problem solving 
skills and will be expected to maintain 
an orderly working environment while 
managing all other members of The 
Other Press . The successful applicant 
will be able to meet multiple hard 
deadlines on a regular basis with various 
parties . 
The successful applicant will be 
expected to work whenever the job 
requires him or her to do so, including 
late into evenings when production 
occurs and on weekends. The editor-in-
chief will be connected to and in contact 
with other members of The Other Press 
at all times, and will be available at all 
times whatever the need arises. 
The interview process will consist 
of a detailed skills test. All interested 
applicants should contact Garth 
McLennan at editor.otherpress@gmail . 
com with a full resume,list of available 
references and cover letter. 
heard about geocaching from a friend 
when they were talking about cool iPhone 
apps . Getting started is easy. If you 
have a smart phone, you just download 
geocaching. "As long as you have a data 
plan, you can track all nearby caches 
is 
STUDENT 
NIGHT! 
while on the move. Of course you could 
do it the old fashioned way on a GPS 
system too" said Hufsmith. But he also 
warns, "Finding treasure in the dark is 
about as hard as it sounds ." 
5 
The Other Press needs a new arts editor! 
T he Other Press is hiring a new arts editor, and we want you! If you're an energetic, hard-
working individual with a flair for writing 
and a passion for the arts, then we'd love 
to hear from you. 
The successful candidate will be 
a team player, have strong writing and 
editing skills, be able to meet solid 
weekly deadlines and will be expected 
to produce an average of six arts related 
articles per issue. Our new arts editor will 
be in charge of coordinating a team of 
contributing writers on a regular basis and 
will be expected to assemble a top-notch 
arts section each week. The new arts 
editor will be proficient with Microsoft 
Word, and will be able to adhere to 
organizational editing standards. 
If you're interested in becoming 
our new arts editor, please apply to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com as soon as 
possible. Please include a resume with 
your application. 
The cliche at the end of the tunnel 
Cody 
L ike many, when I started as a student at Douglas, I felt lost and underwhelmed. I'd bought the 
books, I'd figured out how to get from 
classroom A on floor X, to classroom B 
on floor Y, and I'd even gotten used to 
the idea of doing homework again. Still, 
at the beginning, something just didn't 
feel right. Where was my complimentary 
"aha!" moment? 
There's something to be said for 
people who have the direction, or at 
the very least the motivation, to jump 
into the "post-secondary experience" 
immediately corning off of the high of 
abandoning the shackles of the K -12 
system (the same goes for those who 
maintain that motivation to learn later 
in life). Though I graduated this past 
April from the College's Print Futures: 
Professional Writing program, and would 
never undercut the value of my formal 
education, I find that I'm as directionless 
as I was when my experience first began 
those three long years ago. However, as I 
write this, the cliched self-help-inspired 
ditty "life's a journey, not a destination" 
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sounds less hollow;false, and rehearsed 
as the words stand-up at attention in the 
front of my mind. Then again, the dc;vil 
that it is, the truth has always had its way 
of carrying the most weight. 
Like a cheap bottle of wine-as a 
twenty-something student, this is intended 
to be a compliment-life at Douglas is 
best enjoyed with friends and a greasy 
meal. For yo~ transfer credit students: 
it's not a race to finish the bottle. Savour 
the time that you have here. There's 
nothing that can't wait until tomorrow 
if it means allowing for a moment's 
pause. Reflect. The idiosyncrasies of life 
in this post-secondary bubble will float 
on with or without you on board. As an 
example, coming from the outgoing arts 
& entertainment editor, I implore to those 
of you reading this to take a chance: 
become involved. The Other Press is 
great, flawed, ideal, and yes, messy. lt's 
a sandbox filled with all of the plastic 
shovels, chaos, and. battered buckets a 
kid could need; it's a classroom filled 
with the tools, ideas, and peers to create 
something worthwhile. In closing, I leave 
you with these wise, if asinine, words " ... 
we must move forward, not backward; 
upward, not forward; and always twirling, 
twirling, twirling towards freedom!" 
Your pal, 
Cody Klyne 
Tough on the wallet, good for the soul 
A night at Raw Canvas in Yaletown 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor 
As an indebted student it should come as no surprise that Yaletown isn't exactly on the 
top of my list of places to go for cheap 
weekend entertainment. While my recent 
brush with tapas lounge and paint studio, 
Raw Canvas on Hamilton, hasn't changed 
any of that- in my mind, the streets of 
Yaletown will remain paved with gold-it 
has however reminded me of the fact that 
when it comes to good fun, good friends, 
and good wine, the price is often worth 
the payoff. 
Walking into Raw Canvas, I didn't 
quite know what to expect and it was, I 
think, this lack of expectation that really 
made the night what it was: fun. Greeted 
by a packed front of house, with tables 
ensconced by chairs filled with bodi.es, 
to say that it didn't look promising that 
our group would get to paint would be 
underselling it a bit. It was damn near 
hard to move. Thankfully, as our luck 
would have it, a majority of the crowd 
had come to eat, drink, be merry, and 
listen to the live band (who were pretty 
fantastic in their own right) and not paint. 
Mter being ushered down a ramp what 
was once a rustic tapas lounge quickly 
transformed into what Raw Canvas aptly 
describes as their "paint pit." 
Upon descending into the pit, apart 
from the friendly and helpful staff (and 
I'm not just shilling here,) guests are met 
by rows of easels eager to support the 
upcoming creative process. After buying 
a blank canvas (running in the $4{) and up 
price range,) and getting the tour, of the 
paint counter and coat-check-cubby-hole 
system, the metaphorical ball was pretty 
much left in our court. For $90, before 
tax, our group of five scored two canvases 
as well as the use of a range of brushes, 
tools and a limitless amount of paint to 
create with. 
Looking back, the bottles of wine 
that followed shortly thereafter, combined 
with our "diverse" ideas as to how our 
paintings should come together, was a 
recipe that could only end up in disaster. 
While I'll be the first to admit that my 
additions to our "works of art" certainly 
didn't help as far as reigning in the too-
much-paint-on-canvas chaos goes, the 
night gave some validity to the cliche idea 
that it's not the destination but the journey 
that counts. Mter a few painting classes, 
or at least a few lessons in restraint, I'm 
looking forward to a triumphant return to 
Raw Canvas in the near future. 
It was a wait so long (so long, so long) 
The Pixies pay a long-awaited two-stop visit to Vancouver 
Angela Espinoza 
MsRevtewer 
When I first heard the legendary Pixies were coming, the girlish . squeal it evoked woke my 
entire household. Never did I think I'd get 
the chance to see this freakishly awesome 
band in person, let alone performing 
Doolittle in its entirety. Luckily, that all 
changed on the night of May 4, when they 
played their second show in a row at the 
Orpheum. 
First off though, opening act 
Imaginary Cities didn't let the size of the 
crowd stop them from rocking the stage. 
The Winnipeg-based band had a sound 
that dug into their Canadian folk roots. 
Singer Marti Sarbit danced around while 
the real front man, guitarist Rusty Matyas, 
delivered some indie charm between 
songs to the growing audience. 
Eventually, the theatre became 
packed with fans in their late-teens 
to their mid-forties, all buzzing with 
excitement. As the lights dimmed, a 
large onstage screen displayed scenes 
from Salvador Dali's Un Chien Andalou 
(1929) , starting with the classic eye-
slitting scene, eliciting eager gasps from 
the audience . Moments later, David 
Lovering, Joey Santiago, Kim Deal, and 
Black Francis each made their way to the 
stage; guitarist Joey and singer/guitarist 
Black Francis to the left, and drummer 
David and singer/bassist Kim to the right. 
With a cutesy chime, Kim announced 
"First, the B-sides", diving straight into 
songs like space romp "Dancing the 
Manta Ray" and "Bailey's Walk". Then, 
as the lights simmered down once again, 
"Doolittle" appeared on the screen. The 
crowd erupted as the first few chords of 
Andalou-hom«ge "Debaser'' were played , 
screaming and jumping along with 
Francis the whole way through. It was 
time to dance with the next song, ''Tame" 
came into play, saucing up the stage 
with lines like "hips like Cinderella" and 
transitioning images of lady mannequins 
caressing each other. 
The theatre was eventually dyed 
red by five large lit balloons hanging 
above the band, as thick red lines dripped 
on screen to "I Bleed".Arguably their 
most well-known single to date, insanity 
understandably took over the crowd for 
"Here Comes Your Man" : and again for 
environmental plea of "Monkey Gone 
to Heaven". "Crackity Jones" featured 
images of eyeless baby dolls basically 
having seizures to the intense speed of the 
song. David, continuing to drum along, 
took over vocals for "La La Love You", 
which adorned the room with animated 
hearts chasing each other around before 
bursting into flame. 
Probably the coolest part of the 
show was during the first encore, when 
during another B-side, "Into the White", 
the entire room was filled with a cloud of 
white smoke. Only the silhouettes of the 
band could be seen near the end. This was 
followed by a second encore featuring 
hits like "Where Is My Mind?" and 
"Gigantic" . 
With such a heavy emphasis on some 
of their lesser known songs and visual 
nods to their inspirations, this was clearly 
a show for diehard Pixies fans. Even 
nearing their fifties, the group sounds 
fantastic. Francis is still screeching 
flawlessly and Kim still serenades like 
a schoolgirl. It's a shame the show was 
played to an older crowd; there wasn't 
nearly as much jumping around or 
stage-storming as there should've been·. 
Otherwise , it was a fantastic show and an 
unforge~ble night. 
Want to see some people that· might be underachieving more than you? 
Twenty-Something Theatre's Prodigals at SFU 
By Julia Sledlanowska 
Though Prodigals, for me, didn't fulfill all of Twenty-Something Theatre's mandate to 
produce "contemporary theatre that is 
provocative," (perhaps it was "thought 
provoking" -there's a difference) and 
I wouldn't call it "edgy," but I would 
say that it certainly stuck to its goals as 
a piece that was relevant to the twenty-
something demographic. The characters 
in this play (the first written by up-
and-coming playwright Sean Minogue) 
represent the passionless dashed dreams 
of those living in a small Canadian town 
they call "the Soo." 
A group of friends, all about six 
years after graduation, find themselves 
in the same place as when their friend 
and peer, Wesley, left for the big city, 
Toronto. Now, Wesley is back to testify 
as a character witness for an old friend 
who has just beaten someone to death in 
their hometown. Mter not seeing Wesley 
for years, the five remaining characters 
are faced with a number of conflicting 
feelings when he returns. They have not 
lived up to their own expectations, and 
decide to put all the blame on the only 
one who made it out of town. 
To anyone who grew up in a small 
town (or, yes, even the submbs), each 
character is completely recognizable. 
Minogue, along with Peter Boychuk 
(dramaturge and director), Jane Sanden 
(costume designer), and of course all 
the young talented actors in this original 
production make up an astonishingly 
realistic picture. 
Jameson Parker (recently seen in 
Death of a Salesman at the Vancouver 
Playhouse) is the burping, emotionally 
immature Greg. Nips (played by Brandyn 
Eddy)-whose real name is only used 
by his girlfriend, Jen-the sincere, nerdy 
guy working in a call center. Eliot and 
Nina (played by Aslam Husain and 
Kirsten Kilburn) have a baby together and 
struggle to pay the bills. Jen and Wesley 
(Tara Pratt and Timothy Johnston) fill the 
roles of the reformed slut and playboy 
of the group. The moral high ground is 
constantly shifting between the characters, 
until most astonishingly, Greg, seemingly 
the biggest loser of the group, points out 
that none of them can take responsibility 
for their own underachievement. He 
himself admits that although he still 
lives with his parents and doesn't have 
a girlfriend, he doesn't blame this on 
anyone but himself. "It's not Wesley's 
fault you're a slut," he says to Jen in a 
characteristically brash yet humorous line. 
In this moment we are let deeper into a 
seemingly shallow character. We realize 
that his constant teasing is only a way of 
making light of the pathetic situations he 
and his sorry frien~s find themselves in. 
This play is filled with the 
struggles common to many at the cusp 
of adulthood, but the age able to relate 
with this story goes beyopd twenty-
something. So many times. we see people 
who never quite grew up, qever quite 
achieved anything, never quite changed. 
Prodigals shows us life as it is. It shows 
•, 
us characters searching for meaning 
and motivation. Though the supposedly 
main characters don't quite stand out 
from the rest, Prodigals is a piece that is 
completely relevant to our times, and to 
most of the twenty-somethings I know. 
Minogue is a promising writer that has 
given quite the gift to this team, and the 
actors and production team have given 
back. 
Who: Twenty-Something Theatre 
What: Prodigals 
Where: SFU Woodward's, Studio T (159 
W Ha8tings) 
When: May 5-14th 8pm 
Why: Because it's pretty good! 
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Poetic collisions 
Douglas College instructor's latest book of poetry: The Song Collides 
By Sharon Mikl 
"Must thi~ melody end with a question?" 
The first poem in Calvin Wharton's debut 
book of poetry, The Song Collides (Anvil, 
$16), ends with this question, which 
frames the collection to come. 
Wharton is currently the Chair of 
Creative Writing at Douglas College, 
where he also teaches several creative 
writing courses. While The Song Collides 
is his first published book of poetry, 
Wharton holds an impressive list of 
credentials: Wharton is the author of a 
poetry chapbook, Visualized Chemistry, 
a book of short stories, Three Songs by 
Hank Williams, and a non-fiction book 
with Silken Laumann called R,owing. 
Additionally, he co-edited a poetry 
anthology, East of Main, with Tom 
Wayman and was the editor of Douglas 
College's literary magazine, Event, from 
1996 to 2001. 
The Song Collides blends a variety of 
distinctly natural themes-from the plants, 
animals and scenery of our physical 
environment, to the emotional connections 
we make with family and friends; this 
combination has the unique ability to 
leave the reader feeling an intimate 
connection with the speaker of the poems 
as well as with themselves. 
This mixture of nature and personal 
expressed throughout the book is 
embodied in the poem "Geology of 
Home," which connects "the abstract 
8 
flavour of a place" -the visual physical 
details of an environment-like "a carpet/ 
of hemlock needles,Iacy fans/from cedar 
branches spread like doilies" with the 
human aspects of an environment, the 
"Voices that sing or speak or laugh/ 
argument and agreement both"-what 
is seen and heard and felt create a multi-
dimensional portrait of the narrator's 
scene. 
In a similar way ''2 West: Palliative 
Care" subtly captures the reality of living 
and loving other people-a theme which 
peppers many of the poems throughout 
The Song Collides. Specifically, "2 West: 
Palliative Care" addresses the interplay of 
life and, ultimately, death of those we love 
without resorting to melodrama; in this 
way, the poem leaves the reader feeling a 
deep emotional impact. Speaking of the 
loss of a mother, the speaker muses: 
so, as with every death, the end of a 
dialogue, 
this one, though, 
the longest conversation of my life 
incomplete, left hanging. 
Taken as a whole, Wharton's 
collection is expressive, often funny, and 
overwhelmingly honest. Like a favourite 
song, the poems ip The Song Collides beg 
to be re-played pver and over on a balmy 
summer evening, while you casually 
consider the impact of your existence. 
God of thunder and hammer and wormhole 
It's no lronman, but it's a step up from lronman 2 
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Reviewer 
Gradually, "The Avenger initiative" morphs into what should be one of the biggest film events 
of 2012. Only three years ago, the idea 
of such a thing was almost laughable. 
Hundreds of millions of dollars invested 
in "smaller" works that potentially 
lead up to a much larger picture . Now 
in present day, the unthinkable has 
happened; I'm reviewing a movie about 
the comic book character Thor-stage 
three of the initiative. 
Thor opens in a New Mexico desert 
where the scientific team of Jane Foster 
(Natalie Portman), Erik Selvig (Stellan 
Skarsgard), and Darcy Lewis (Kat 
Dennings) ~e studying a strange weather 
occurrence. The occurrence is revealed 
to be a wormhole-like bridge from which 
otherworldly beings travel. These beings 
include Thor (Chris Hemsworth) and 
his brother Loki (Tom Hiddleston), sons 
of Odin (Anthony Hopkins), King of 
the realm of Asgard. With their band of 
merry men, Thor and, to a lesser extent 
Loki, travel to the realm of the Frost 
Giants to wage war. Odin, disgusted with 
Thor's bloodlust, strips him of his .mighty 
powers and banishes him to Earth. As 
war threatens Asgard, Thor, with the help 
of the three Earthlings, must regain his 
powers and return home once more. 
Not to appear closed-minded, but 
my only interest in seeing Thor carne 
from positive word of mouth. Although 
Thor is indeed a fun multi-dimensional 
adventure, it's nothing special. The 
first fifteen minutes or so are the most 
painful. Each on-screen character 
gets a five second introduction that 
we're just supposed to roll with. Thor 
introduces each of his four friends with, 
'Hey, remember the time when-'. No, 
I don't, because everything Thor says 
is exposition and could just be tales of 
LARPing for all I care. Then we have 
Dennings; Dennings is the cute college 
student who thinks she's funny, but really 
needs to have her head smeared across the 
pavement. What's great about both these 
things is that they eventually disappear; 
the writers just seem to forget Dennings 
exists , and the pacing evens out. 
Director Kenneth Branagh, however, 
has a long history with Shakespearian 
plays and films. So when drama occurs 
in the lives of Thor's family or newfound 
friends, it's actually intriguing. Loki is 
apparently a mythological trickster, but 
his character comes across as largely 
sympathetic. Portman and Hemsworth, 
against all odds,have incredible 
chemistry together. The biggest surprise 
(and relief) for me, though, carne when 
virtually every joke not told by Dennings 
was actually great. 
There's a particular style with just 
about every Marvel film . Bright colours, 
weird (often unnecessary) camera angles, 
quick cuts and edits, and an almost 
desperate yearning to be funny. Thus, 
even the best of Marvel-based movies 
end up feeling like they're panhandling to 
kids. At its best, this creates a connection 
within the Marvel universe; at its worse, 
it feels like I'm having sugar injected into 
my veins. With all this in mind, Thor is 
no exception; the most annoying camera 
angles are reminiscent of Battlefield Earth 
(2000), so have fun with that . 
All in all, Thor should be a fun ride 
for just about anybody. Do yourselves 
a favour though, please see this movie 
in 2D; there' re no gimmicks, it's a 2D 
movie, so pay $12.50 instead of $17.50 
(yeah, it's $17 .50 now) . 
Thor was released across North 
America on May 6, 2011. 
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Man's best machine bests man 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor 
W ith his souped-up positronic brain-often resulting in make-your-head-hurt intelligence-combined with badass 
Klingon-dwarfing robot muscles , Data is the 
embodiment of two of present-day man's key pursuits: 
strength and power. Even still, in the year 23XX, 
these merits alone aren't enough to secure the good 
Lieutenant's position as a Starfleet Captain's wet dream. 
Thankfully for the crew of the Enterprise, particularly 
for Picard on numerous occasions, and the human race 
in general, Data's the total package. 
arot 
It's been said that "in space, no 
one can hear you scream," luckily, 
in the case of our Lt. Commander, 
with his level-headed, calculated, 
and precise approach, raving like 
a madman during a crisis just isn't 
a consideration (unless he chooses 
to create a "panic" subroutine to 
better experience what it's like to 
be human ... which has probably 
happened ... he likes to learn.) 
Knockout gas? No problem! 
Incapacitating hypersonic pulse? 
Easy! The cold dark vacuum of 
space? Sure, why not! Immune to 
disease and biological infection, 
Data has saved the day, the ship 
(including the lives of its thousand 
plus crewmembers) more times 
than Riker has successfully bed 
the opposite sex of an alien species 
(zing!) Whether locked in a marathon 
game of Strategema against a bloated 
third level grand master or lovingly 
tending to his (bastard of a) cat Spot, 
Data has explored the breadth of 
experiences readily up for grabs to your 
average human from birth and come out 
ahead of the curve time and time again. 
to be human. What he is is a raw representation of 
humanities efforts to improve and grow in a scary, big, 
and vastly diverse universe. He's a kooky mixture of 
our greatest qualities and accomplishments as a species 
cut with a sprinkling of our continued failures (the 
same failures that make us human). He's a muscle logic 
sandwich wrapped up in a shiny metallic package and the 
best damn Lt. Commander in this generation or the next. 
Data vs. Picard 
Set phasers to fun 
Given the recent birthday of the Enterprise's token Betazoid, the listless Counsellor Deanna 
Troi (portrayed by Marina Sirtis age 56), 
two nerds looking to settle an argument, 
stemmed from having both recently re-
watched the entire Star Trek: The Next 
Generation (TNG) series, take up arms 
here within the pages of The Other Press to 
champion two of the series' best. Inhibited 
only by their inability to legally settle the 
dispute in the traditional Klingon fashion 
(a fight to the death,) we know who's the 
worst *cough *Troi *cough* so we're here 
now to answer the question ... who's the best? 
Android vs. Man; Lieutenant Commander 
vs . Captain; this is: Data vs. Picard. 
Data isn't human; he's too good 
0 Captain! My Captain! 
By Simon Staszkiewicz 
T he bald headed intergalactic saint and Captain of the flagship of the United Federation of Planets: Jean-luc Picard. Is there a more noble, righteous and badass 
man? Certainly not in the world of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. 
The Captain keeps a cool head at all times, partly due to 
male pattern baldness, but mostly due to his years serving in 
Starfleet. A brash young Jean-Luc Picard often found himself 
in trouble as a cadet. Much like you or I, the would-be Captain 
frequently found himself dating multiple women at the same 
time and helping his friends cheat at space-pool. It wasn't until 
he was stabbed in the heart in a bar brawl by a Nausicaan-
wait, what's a Nausicaan? Think Hulk Hogan meets Predator. 
Anyway, it wasn't until he was stabbed in the heart that 
our Captain changed his mischievous ways . The Captain's 
reaction to being stabbed in the heart? He simply laughed. Fit 
with a new fake ticker, he was soon shipped off on his first 
service as an ensign. 
Fast forward to star date 41153. Jean-Luc had previously 
served as first officer on and eventually took command of the 
USS Stargazer, during which he invented his own tactic later 
called the Picard Maneuver. With the heart of an explorer, the 
soul of a poet, and the Federation's finest crew, the Captain 
was ready to command the flag ship of the Federation. 
What's his first mission? Our Captain gets to save the entire 
human race in the very first episode by using his mastery of 
diplomacy to convince the omnipotent Q continuum not to 
destroy humanity. Captain- 1, Q- 0. The very last episode 
finds the Captain yet again saving the entire human race 
from a spacial anomaly that traveled back in time to threaten 
our primordial hides. How does he do it? Past, present, and 
future Picard collaborate to form an anti-time shell around the 
anomaly, destroying all three Picards, but saving all three at 
the same time. · 
There was, however, one unfortunate instance where the 
captain was assimilated and used as a weapon by the Borg ... 
but let's not talk about that. Why choose Captain Picard? The 
answer should be pretty clear by now; he's the best there is, 
~t. the best! 
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... IV scares that lead to less sex but Increase in oral cancan 
show that our ueneradon Is still at risk 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
Just when our generation thought we had everything covered; thanks to condoms and birth control sex 
has become much more than just an 
intimate act of lovemaking. Today sexual 
intercourse has become a practice and 
performance as easy and regular as a 
breakfast bowl of cereal. It doesn't matter 
where you live in North America, sex 
has become a topic and trademark of 
o ·rr everyday lives that dictates how we 
interact and perceive our world. 
Regardless of extra precautions and 
contraceptives, STD's and pregnancy are 
major risk factors associated with a few 
hours of fun rumpling the bed sheets, but 
our generation has smartened up, or so 
Don't sweat it: 
we thought. Recent studies have proved 
that with the knowledge of unwanted 
SID's and pregnancies, there has been 
a rapid increase in a preference for oral 
sex over sexual intercourse. Rather than 
risking our health, research proves that 
today's generation of young adults would 
rather perform fellatio on their partners . 
Prompted by an increase of information 
available to us via the internet, sticking 
to something a little less risky, albeit just 
as intimate, is the preferred approach to 
prevent unwanted pregnancies and the 
transmission of STD's. 
Despite our growing concern to keep 
safe during sex, doctors across North 
America have noticed a rapid increase 
in the transmission of oropharyngeal 
cancer, otherwise known as human 
papilloma virus. This string of HPV is 
Revolutionizing the way we shop could change sweatshop status 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
life and Style Ecitor 
Eseems to me that we are faced with abswrlly contradictory situations almost everyday living NOithAmerica. The average Canadian citizen 
will read tiM! paper, acknowledge tiM! miseries 
occwring in <Xher puts ci tiM! world, take a sip ci 
their coffee, and move on with the rest ct their day. 
This is our routine. I am no idealist, and I realize that 
while I wish I could improve the economy in thin! 
world COWltries and abolish abusive political powers 
that exist, I accept that there is literally nothing I can 
do about the famine, inequality, murder, rape, and 
<Xher atrocities that are jEt ct a routine for entire 
nations around the globe. 
However, a few months ago while I was 
showing (obviously when I am doing something I 
immensdy enjoy), it struck me that at the exact same 
time I am in a store purchasing a silk shirt stamped 
with MADE IN CHINA, across the world there 
is some poor, tired, helpless women who is most 
likely making less than $5 a day to mass produce 
the articles ct clothing I so lavishly spend my "hard 
earned money" on. It sounds ridiculous, but I had 
never consciously thought about these two events 
simultaneously; my excessive showing habit which 
fuels the sweatshop industty in exploiting millions ct 
people foc pennies. 
The sweatshop industry in China is still at 
huge thanks to trade agreements coOOoning cheap 
apparel and products produced to be exported to 
NOithAmerica. Cllalper labour and the suppression 
ct currency to keep exports cheap 1xXh contribute 
to this <lp!RSSive industry, but tiM! main reasoo 
sweatshops still exist is thanks tom; tiM! ooosumers. 
Here in NorthAmrnca we watt our clabes, 
electrooics, and aber products cheap or as cheap 
10 
as we can buy them for and by producing and 
exporting these goods fum China this allows Nonh 
American citizens to spend less money on such 
products and put our money into aber industries to 
benefit our own economy. 
After a few hours ci research I was astonished 
to discover that clothing sweatshop; are perhaps the 
best place to woik: out ct all the sweatshops in China 
as many ct the sweatshops that produce electronics 
utilize dangerous chemicals that injure and seriously 
maim woik:ers who are then fired. Off the Project 
Censored website, an article printed on January 
25, 2011 examined one ct China's sweatshops 
which mass produces iPods for Apple. This bidden 
sweatshop switched rubbing alcohol for n-hexane 
to clean the electronic puts; n-hexane being an 
extremely toxic chemical which the employees used 
without protective gear or proper ventilation systems. 
Another recent case showcased a sweatshop which 
produced ornaments which are bought and sold at 
Wal-Mart; the Guangzhou Huanya Gift Company 
employs over 8,(XX) worlcers for 26cents an hour, 
with employees as young as 12 years old. 
It is astonishing to me that NOithAmericans 
realize what is going on, and yet still contribute to 
such an obviously oppressive industry, but I suppose, 
as the saying goes: out ct sight, out ct mind, but as 
consumers ct these products we are tiM! root cause 
ct this issue and the exploitation ct the majority ct 
China's inhabitants. Ideally, I wouldn't purchase 
anything made in China ever again, but I realize that 
most ct our products are mass produced in China 
which iocludes all electronics. However, I have since 
decided to creek clothing labels before I buy new 
clabes, shoes, and <Xher superftiiOIIS acc.essOOes. 
This affinnatioo has caused me to oompletely cut out 
nearly every place I shq>, but I figure one small step 
at a tim: is better than~-
a cancer which affects the head, neck, 
tonsils ; and back of the tongue. Dr. Eric 
Genden, head and neck surgeon at Mount 
Sinai Medical Center New York, has 
noted that since 2007 there has been an 
astonishing increase in oropharyngeal 
tumors in young adults . In the 1970's 
oropharyngeal cancer was caused by 
smoking and drinking alcohol, but doctors 
today are saying that this type of cancer 
is caused by oral sex. In North America 
HPV is the cause for over 80% of 
oropharyngeal tumors, which is caused by 
a shift in sexual preferences and not by an 
excess in smoking and drinking. 
" With the sexual revolution and HN 
scare, there 's been an increase in the rate 
of oral sex, and it's directly proportional 
to the onset of this phenomenon," states 
Dr.Genden. 
The New England Journal of 
Medicine has recorded the rapid increase 
of oropharyngeal tumors since 2007, 
claiming that one of six sexual partners 
put themselves at risk of HPV from 
oral sex. In 2009, a study conducted by 
the New England Journal of Medicine 
showed a link between oral sex and open 
mouthed kissing to oral cancers, which 
has steadily increased in North America 
since. 
With the increase in oral cancers 
resulting from an increase in oral sex, 
is our generation any better off than our 
parents? When we forgo intercourse we 
were on the right track, but now our lusty 
appetites are causing concern across 
North America once more . 
cam~ aLL scra-pboolurs! 
li1~s l..s a great o-p-portuvU.t!:j to soc~aL~ze w~tn fr't.eVI-ds, get 
-pr~ects c!o~, aVI-d su-p-porta fall'.tastt.c cause. 
Fully stocked on-site store available, provided by 
For Keeps Sake Scrapbooking. Products for sale and demonst rations by 
consultants throughout the day. Bring along 2-3 favourite photos on a 
memory stick, and the Creative Memories representative will help you 
create a personalized page on the new Creative Memories Storybook 
Creator 3.0 Software for digital scrapbooking. 
Fantast ic si lent auction 
Price of entry includes a pizza dinner, door prizes, goody bags, reserved 
seat ing and spot contests. Please bri ng a dish for the potluck lunch and 
1HERIDETO 
-
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8C Cancer foundation 
All proceeds from this 
event go to the BC 
Cancer Foundation 
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Pist1eylat1d: tttY post--grad advet1ture 
By Jenn Markham 
When the idea of graduation was beginning to turn into a close reality, so was the idea of taking 
a trip to celebrate. I know a lot of people 
from high school went travelling when 
they graduated post secondary, but being 
away for months at a time never appealed 
to me. The only place I could think about 
going was the happiest place on earth: 
Disneyland. I had been to Disneyland 
twice in the past, when I was eight and 
when I was 12 with my family, but I knew 
this trip would be different now that I'm 
22 and planned to leave my parents at 
home. 
For a trip with so many moving 
parts, such as shuttles, passes to the park, 
hotel and flights, my boyfriend Greg and 
I decided a travel agent was the best way 
to go. After making hard decisions like 
how many stars our hotel needed, how 
many days in Disneyland and when we'd 
leave, we booked a package that included 
a day in Universal Studios . It only cost a 
thousand dollars each, but even when the 
money was on my credit card it didn't feel 
real . 
The last week of classes was full of twelve 
hour days at the college finishing up 
final projects and putting together a work 
portfolio. We were both still packing our 
suitcases the night before our flight, and 
after getting up at 4am to give us enough 
time, we made our 8:30am boarding time. 
Greg was a nervous traveller, but it helped 
having everything organized and checking 
in for our flight the night before online. 
We stayed at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Anaheim, which is close to the park and 
has a terrible breakfast buffet. 
This biggest fad in Disneyland right now 
is buttons . Everyone has them, and some 
people had a lot of them. When we first got 
to the park, I was given a "Just Graduated" 
button at the front gate that pretty much 
made my day. I wore it the entire trip. 
Greg got one that said "I'm Celebrating", 
which never saw the light of day. 
This biggest expense while we were 
there was food . Everywhere you try and 
eat in the park is ridiculously expensive. 
Of course you had to try weird stuff 
like gumbo, and I had a serious churro 
addiction, but mostly we left the park to 
eat meals . We saved money by shopping at 
Target for snacks, and keeping some food 
in the mini fridge at the hotel. 
We didn't get too many souvenirs, but 
.you couldn't spit without hitting a shop 
selling them. Beyond the button obsession, 
everyone and their dog had some form of 
Mickey ears. I took some pictures wearing 
them in the store, but I didn't cave because from the penny pressing machines. 
I couldn't think of what I'd do with them We were told the Matter Hom 
By day five, we were Disney-ed out, 
and spent most of the day by the pool 
once I got home. I grabbed some charms 
for my bracelet, and a journal I plan to get 
lots of use out of. 
Our favourite ride by far was the 
Indiana Jones ride. Thanks to Fast Passes, 
I went on it five times, and Greg went on 
six. Only the bigger rides had Fast Passes, 
but basically you scanned your ticket and 
were given a time frame to come back 
when you could skip parts of the line, 
which were hours long at times. We found 
out from one of the workers that the Jeeps 
in the Indiana Jones ride aren't on a track, 
just a power source wire . So basically, if 
they could get their own energy source, 
they would know the way on their own. 
Greg is afraid of heights and gets 
motion sick, so I went on rides such a 
Space Mountain by myself. However, 
a mutual friend we met up with while 
there convinced us to go on The Tower of 
Terror in California Adventure. Basically, 
it's an imitation elevator that shoots you 
up and down similar to our Hellevator 
at Playland, only higher and in the dark. 
There were moments of light though, when 
they opened the doors at the top so you 
could see the whole park. Needless to say, 
Greg hated the ride, I bought the hilarious 
picture, and he didn't trust our friend's 
judgement after that. 
California Screamin' was a cool 
rollercoaster, if you like the idea of being 
shot out the gate so fast they have to spray 
the track down with water after you've 
left. 
My favourite parts of the trip were the 
night shows; the World of Colour show at 
California Adventure, and the fantasrnic in 
Disneyland. I felt like they really captured 
the magic. Maybe it was because both 
shows were at night , and you don 't have to 
wait in line for them. 
It's ridiculous , but the part about 
Disneyland I didn 't anticipate was all the 
kids . Not just happy kids that tripped and 
ate pavement, but crying kids, and whining 
kids in lines . Also, stroller parking lots 
by every ride and all the bathrooms 
smelling like dirty diapers. That part of the 
experience felt less magical . 
Maybe it was because we were only 
two people instead of the four in my 
family, and eight in his, but we got to do 
everything we wanted to, when we wanted 
to. A couple days when the alarm went off 
to get up to the park in time for opening, 
we hit snooze and slept in. We rarely 
waited in a line over 20 minutes long. I 
got pictures with Mickey, Minnie and a 
handful of other characters, and Greg filled 
an entire book with the smushed pennies 
Mountain ride will be closing for a year 
for maintenance, so we went on that. 
Funny enough, I hated it and Greg liked 
it. In lines, people loved talking about 
which rides had short lines, and which 
ones were broken down at any given time, 
which happened a lot. 
Splash Mountain was closed the 
whole time, but the Jurassic Park ride at 
Universal Studios made up for it. I hated 
the Haunted House, which Greg made me 
go on as revenge for the Tower of Terror, 
but at least they weren't taking pictures in 
there. The Mummy ride at Universal was 
a fast rollercoaster in the dark, which did 
the second half of the track backwards. 
I looked sufficiently freaked out in the 
picture, but they were twice as much to 
buy than at Disneyland. 
at the hotel. The shuttle coming home 
was half an hour late and we only got to 
the airport an hour before our flight left 
instead of the suggested two, but security 
wasn't lined up and we made it home just 
fine . All in all, it was a gx:eat way to relax 
after class ending, and I'd suggest it to 
anyone looking for a fun holiday. 
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Vancouver lmprov Anywhere 
How to have fun within a flash 
last! Someone out there is 
providing an appropriate outlet 
or my desire to engage in 
random public acts of strangeness. The 
credit for this goes to Vancouver Improv 
Anywhere, who themselves are no 
strangers to similll! unusual activities. 
The group has been responsible for 
organizing numerous events around the 
city over the last-couple of years, such as 
a recent dance routine performed beside 
a line up at a wine festival a few weeks 
back and many others that fall under the 
theme of being a 'flash mob.' 
For those unfamiliar with the term 
flash mob, this is when an activity (a 
pillow fight or a freeze scene, to name 
a few common ones) is planned ahead 
of time to take place in a public area. 
The idea is to have the event seem 
instantaneous and then dissipate quickly 
after,leaving innocent bystanders 
surprised and hopefully amused. 
The exact motive behind the 
creation of flash mobs is unclear. Some 
say it was a test to see how connected 
through technology people could be 
while there is also a rumour that it was 
something developed to lure hipsters 
who were simply out to be a part of the 
latest trends. The origins are irrelevant 
though as flash mobs have broken into 
the mainstream, having been documented 
countless times on Youtube and have 
even occurred on shows like Weeds. 
One of the most recent assignments 
issued by the organization was a silent 
dance party on the Expo/Millennium 
line skytrain on April 9 . Attendees were 
to bring personal music players and 
boarded the skytrain as normal civilians 
but would shortly after proceed to treat 
the public transit vehicle as a traveling 
dance floor. 
When I arrived at the predetermined 
meeting spot behind the Art Gallery, 
there were already at least fifty people 
waiting. Some were dressed in normal 
street clothes while some groups were 
clad in fluorescents and spandex. 
Anticipation was in the air as everyone 
shuffled while they stood around, aching 
to get their grooves on. 
Before the main event could take 
place though, the organizers took 
advantage of the assembled mass in 
order to execute a cancer awareness 
stunt, which involved freezing in places 
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around downtown while displaying signs 
remembering cancer patients, followed 
by creating a ginormous daffodil using 
umbrellas in the square behind the Art 
Gallery. 
About two hours after the original 
meeting time, the crowd again assembled 
as the organizers explained how the silent 
dance party would work. Agents would 
board at Vancouver City Centre and 
ride the skytrain for three stops before 
getting off and waiting for the next one, 
taking a break from dancing in-between. 
Each time a new train was boarded, a 
designated person would start dancing. 
After giving confused stares, others 
would slowly join in until over half the 
train was jiving to their own designated 
beats. 
Before hand, the agents were 
reminded to keep things "Canadian," 
but even though dancers refrained from 
moshing or anything of the sort, some 
bystanders expressed their discomfort to 
the musical fuelled activities surrounding 
them. They were probably just mad they 
didn't have headphones of their own. 
When the party reached Metrotown, 
everyone had been instructed to 
reverse directions, back to downtown. 
Unfortunately, I had other commitments 
to tend to so I bid farewell to the legion 
of dancers and was forced to ride, 
covered in sweat, on a skytrain void of 
any dancing. Till next year, Vancouver 
Improv Anywhere. 
If partaking in some planned public 
spontaneity sounds like your cup of tea, 
join the Vancouver Improv Anywhere 
Face book group to be kept in the loop 
about upcoming events or check out their 
website www.improvanywhere.ca. 
Damage: Free 
You gotta fight for your right to a 
party-free system 
It's time working Canadians changed our politics 
By Daniel Burke 
I have had it! Politics and their politicians make me crazy! While the politicians play their childish yet 
serious games, all we citizens are left 
with are the bills and a pathetic choice 
between leaders who aren't even chosen 
by us, but by their parties. Someone 
who is beholden to their friends and the 
insiders who gave them their position 
as leader cannot also put the general 
populace first, and anyone who thinks 
they can is either lying or delusional. In 
fact, it appears to me that we Canadians 
are given absolutely no consideration 
whatsoever except during election time 
when the strategy is to tell us whatever 
nonsense is necessary in order for us 
to put our X's in the desired box on 
Election Day. 
When I was a child, a promise was 
as good as a contract. Let's be honest 
here, politicians don't make election 
promises , they spew propaganda. 
A litany of carefully arranged and 
doctored ridiculousness designed to 
divert our attention away from the 
obvious shortcomings and deficiencies 
of the platforms and persons running. I 
have had enough! 
First of all, the party system should 
be oanished. Parties lead to the kind 
of system we have now where friends 
and insiders come first. Power seems 
to be the theme. What we should really 
be doing is directly electing our Prime 
Minister and Premier. These persons 
who put themselves forward would 
be qualified individuals, would not be 
connected to any party and therefore 
would not be under obligation or 
influences to put anyone first other than 
me and thee. We should also directly 
elect the ministers of the three or four 
most important ministries such as 
health, education and social services. 
We should have a choice between 
qualified persons who have extensive 
experience in these areas instead of 
hangers-on appointed by a biased 
leader. 
All MP's and MLA's must be 
considered part of the government. 
The adversarial system we use is 
simply not working. All this leads to 
is the wild pendulum swing we get 
when changing from one party with 
a\>solute power to another. If you want 
effective representation then the person 
we elect to represent our constituency 
should have real power. Legislation 
can be developed by committees or 
ministers and then brought forward to 
the assembly and debated and voted 
on based of merits. Because there are 
no parties, the local representatives 
can work and vote on behalf of their 
constituents without fear of reprisal. 
The Prime Minister's or Premier's 
responsibility would be to oversee all 
ministers and their ministries to verify 
that the work being done is for the 
good of the country and not personal 
agendas. Individual representatives can 
bring forward ideas and be heard by 
unaffiliated members of the house. In 
this way, all Canadians will feel that 
their votes matter. 
Watch the voter turnout skyrocket 
when people realize that the person 
they elect locally will have a true voice 
on their behalf in the development 
and implementation of legislation. We 
would also be free of only choosing 
between contenders approved and 
signed off by the party leaders . Anyone 
who chooses to and is a citizen can run. 
At the very least, we would have real 
choice. Of course, much more detail 
would be necessary to complete such a 
radical change in our electoral system, 
but the idea of trying something new 
and revolutionary is the beginning. 
1 technologic travestv 
The reason why my generation is so lost 
By Matthew Visser 
From watching the news, something I have been doing more often since the voting 
season kicked into high gear, I 
have come to the conclusion that 
my generation has l?st its damn 
mind. Watching the news, I saw a 
young teenage girl lose herself, both 
physically and mentally, because 
she had lost her iPhone. While 
witnessing this, I mentioned to my 
friend that this was a clear example 
of why my generation, the technology 
generation, is slowly losing focus of 
what really matters. 
The girl said that that day was 
Human on board 
A stickler for stickers 
By Jenn Markham 
I t's rare that I travel anywhere by car without seeing a "baby on board" sign in someone's car window. Now don't 
get me wrong, I understand the purpose 
for them. It's not for when I'm slipping on 
black ice, my car is out of control and as 
I'm hurdling towards another car, I see a 
"baby on board" sign and swerve to miss 
it. No. It's for the aggressive drivers who 
the worst of her life and that ;he was 
going to die, figuratively I hope, if 
she did not find her iPhone. Really? 
I can easily think of an endless list 
of worse things that could have 
happened to her that day. And this 
is where I feel not only the teenage 
girl has lost her sense of what really 
matters in her life, but also others 
like her. The younger generations 
are growing up in a world that 
is becoming centralized around 
technology and the ways it affects 
our planet. This seems to come at a 
loss of identity for the individual and 
causes them to become completely 
dependent upon said technology. As 
a result, we're stuck with a bunch of 
follow too closely, or speed to pass, or cut 
people off. Or people who do all of the 
above, such as on Monday when I was 
driving back from voting and someone 
in a green minivan almost rear ended me, 
honked, passed on the right where there 
was no lane, and almost clipped a parked 
car (and mine) on his way in front of me 
because I was going thirty in a park zone. 
I wonder if that driver would have acted 
the same way if I were sporting a "baby 
lost sheep who don't know where to 
go or how to live without their plastic 
pieces of technology in hand. 
Using the aforementioned girl 
as an example, it is obvious that as 
technology becomes more and more 
incorporated into the human race 
(even right now I am writing this 
article on a laptop w~en not even 
thirty years ago people were using 
typewriters), the idea of the individual 
begins to die out. People are losing 
touch with what it means to live 
independently and for themselves. 
The reality is that the teenage 
girl is only one example of countless 
others who have become utterly 
dependent on technology for simple 
on board" sign? I would hope not. 
The warning about babies feeds 
off our inert human ipstinct to think 
critically about our actions when babies, 
or even small children, are involved. But 
then again, shouldn't we feel that way 
about all drivers and passengers? I don't 
think I need to throw around statistics 
about negligence being a huge cause of 
fatal car accidents here. I wonder if any 
of the people causing those accidents 
things such as for how to get from 
one P,lace to another. The introduction 
of GPSs and Google Maps has 
completely changed how people 
figure out directions on how to get 
places. 
I say lose the hand held plastic 
pieces of technology and go back to 
how life was be.fore they took over 
the pockets and purses of the world. 
This will not only show you how 
people lived and functioned back in 
the da,y, but give you an appreciation 
of what it is like tp break free from 
the dependency of technology, even if 
it is just a little while. 
ever considered that they would be 
taking someone's life, whether it be a 
toddler of three years or even someone 
of twenty? I'm not saying that parents 
should stop having "baby on board" 
signs displayed on their cars; I just don't 
think reconsidering the level of due care . 
should be reliant on the age of the people 
involved. Let's all just hang "human on 
board" signs in our cars and see where 
that goes. 
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By Jeff Hammersmark 
T o my dismay, no one took me up on the low-flo~ shower head giveaway from weeks back-The 
question was how was I able to run my 
laptop off of wind energy without a wind 
turbine. The answer is that I purchase 
wind energy from Bullfrog Power, a 
company that funds the- generation of 
green electricity. This is related to, but 
not exactly the same as, the concept of 
carbon offsetting. With Bullfrog Power, 
they physically inject wind energy into the 
electrical grid, so it's a very real purchase 
of a tangible (more or less) product. With 
carbon offsetting, people "buy" carbon to 
offset that which they produce, so really 
there is no tangible product. This leads to 
people being suspicious, and rightly so, of 
paying for something they never see. There 
certainly are questionable carbon offsetting 
companies out there, but there are also 
many legitimate ones, and you shouldn't 
write off the concept of offsetting over the 
few bad apples. 
This is how a carbon offset works: 
Let's say you purchase an offset of one 
tonne of carbon, which Company X sells 
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for 20 dollars. What Company X actually 
does is, using your 20 dollars, plus all 
the other offsetters' purchases, they fund 
methods of reducing carbon emissions. 
This could be through building a wind 
farm, capturing emissions landfills burn 
for electricity, planting trees or any other 
method of concretely reducing carbon 
emissions. These are things which would 
not have occurred without the investment 
of consumers purchasing offsets, and, 
assuming Company X has high quality 
offsets, your money is absolutely resulting 
in a reduction in carbon emissions. Not all 
offsets are created equal however. 
There are many factors which 
determine the quality of carbon offsets, 
including additionality, accurate 
quantification, permanence, and others. 
Basically, this gives people a way to 
separate the sketchy offsets (we'll plant 
a tree in our backyard .and charge you 20 
bucks) from the good ones. The David 
Suzuki Foundation has a great guide 
to carbon offsets which rank the most 
popular companies based on a comparison 
of all these factors. For anyone who 
is interested in offsetting their carbon 
emissions, a resource like this, and plenty 
of others, make it easy to buy confidently 
without spending hours upon hours doing 
homework on all the offset companies. 
"But Hammer," you say, "if people start 
offsetting their carbon emissions, they' ll 
just continue business as usual, emitting 
tonnes and tonnes of C02 thinking they 
. can just buy their problems away." Maybe. 
Probably not though. 
While it's true that some people may 
view carbon offsetting as a way to justify 
driving a Hummer loaded with bricks 
up the New West campus hill for fun, 
consider a few things: Firstly, for those 
who do decide to continue being huge 
carbon emitters and offsetting it all, they 
are still having a zero net impact on carbon 
emissions. Approximately three hours after 
consuming a bean and cheese burrito, your 
carbon (and methane) emissions will make-
you a bigger net emitter than Mr. Hummer. 
Secondly, think about the head space 
you have to be in to buy a carbon offset. 
Chances are you're already doing what 
you can to reduce your carbon footprint , 
considering the fact you're willing to pay 
money to reduce it. 
Carbon offsets , chosen wisely, are 
a very legitimate way of reducing your 
carbon emissions. Obviously the best 
way is to reduce them at the source, but 
no one is capable of reducing their net 
emissions to zero. Al~o . not everyone can 
afford to offset all their carbon emissions. 
So where's the happy medium? Why not 
offset the carbon associated with your 
next party? One or two tonnes is more 
than enough for an average party, and you 
can let your guests know that their drive 
to your place, the electricity you use, 
and the food you eat are all having a net 
zero carbon impact on the environment, 
thanks to your snazzy offset. Not 
everyone will be convinced, but maybe 
after reading this you can provide some 
gentle encouragement that you' re doing 
something very real for the environment. 
Visit www.hammers-mark.com for my 
previous Other Press articles . You can also 
find useful links , including to the David 
Suzuki Foundation's Guide to Offsets 
mentioned above, and a carbon emission 
calculator you can use to determine your 
personal impact. And for those who may 
be interested in helping Douglas become 
more sustainable , keep your eyes open 
for the Douglas College Environmental 
Association in the coming months! 
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Voter apathy reaches new heights while sinking to a-ne-w1ow 
Who needs political views when a website can choose them fo1 you? 
By Jacey Glbb 
"Politics is too boring!" "All the parties 
are corrupt so what's the point in even 
voting?" "Election day was today? Oh 
man, I completely forgot." 
The dialogue you hear from voters 
whenever an election rolls around is 
always full of the same groans and 
complaints you listened to the last time 
the polls requested our attendance. It 
is tragic how few people choose to 
exercise their wonderful right to vote 
but something that concerns me even 
more was the introduction this year of 
an election cheat sheet from the CBC 
website which allowed people to answer 
a few simple questions on the election's 
major issues in order to tell them who 
to vote for. That's right; the democratic 
process has now been boiled down into 
a thirty question survey that you can 
complete in less than five minutes. Find 
politics too boring to actually follow? 
There's an app for that! 
· I suppose I understand the theory 
behind this creation, to a certain extent. 
Since the voter turnout was (actually up 
from last time, but still) only just above 
sixty percent, it seems our country is 
trying to eliminate any possible reasons 
that might be driving people away from 
the polls, including fear of the unknown. 
Election campaigns are more repetitive 
and painful than an episode of 1Wo and 
a Half Men, and some people's reactions 
(often to both) are to just tune it out 
until the season comes to a close. You're 
not going to pay attention to every time 
Stephen Harper hugs an orphan or any of 
those other photo opportunity goldmines, 
so it becomes difficult to filter out the 
filler from the important issues at hand. 
One of my main problems with the 
Conservatives being in power is that yes, 
they do get more votes than any of the 
other parties, but when voJer turnout is as 
low as it is, the numbers don't act as a fair 
representation of the majority of views in 
Canada. 
I'm not going to end this article 
with an awe inspiring speech about how 
precious democracy is that will absolutely 
revolutionize the way you see freedom 
as we know it, but I will say this: please 
start caring. Do some research, give the 
news section of the paper a read through 
before flipping to the back for the Sudoku, 
or at least learn the names of the leaders 
running! Then this time four years from 
now, when it comes time for Election 
Day, make that patriotic journey to the 
polls and help decide the future of our 
country. I promise Dancing with the 
Stars will still be on your DVR when 
you get home and then you can go back 
to complaining about the government 
like the rest of us. Only this time, you're 
allowed to complain because you voted. 
ROYAL TOWERS APPTS. 
SUITES FROM $600.00 
INCLUDES: 
•Heat 
•Hot Water 
• Local Phones 
• Tl ER I Cable 
•Internet 
140 - 6th st. New Westminster 
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COLD BEER AND. 
WINE STORE 
open 7 days a week, 
9am-llpm 
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Cans of 18 for the 
price of 15 on 
Kokanee & Canadian 
CLANCY'S 
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II BIG SCREEN TVs 
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MON-THURS FREE 
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Another pair of wins against the Hornets 
United Rugby 
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor 
I n the past, it has been always tough to make the early travel to the island, but the men's united squad was able to turn 
Nanaimo into their home turf, being the 
and Port Moody's Curtis Giffin ended up with 
it and scored the go ahead try. Winger Joe 
Bukalase added insurance with a blind side 
try, sealing the deal with a 19-11 come from 
behind win. 
only first division squad in the league to win 
in their opponent's hometown. After being 
down against a huge forward pack and with 
the wind in their face, United struck early on 
April 2 after the start of the second half as 
they got the ball out wide quickly and finished 
with a try from Pinetree alum Mike Homtvedt 
with a Hammerschmidt conversion. 
The second division answered the early 
penalty kick made by Nanaimo with four 
unanswered tries by Port Moody's Jesse 
Davies and Fijian Mesa Gonevou, who had 
two apiece. Although Nanaimo made a valiant 
effort to make the game interesting, United 
made a strategic substitution that proved to 
be the answer as prop forward Reid Clark 
made an early impact with a try from a broken 
lineout play and a 40 meter scamper. Serum 
Half Peni Koroi from Fiji also scored with 
Centennial's Tim Phillips making four of six 
conversions and the final score being 38-24. 
United continued to apply pressure with 
an unforgiving defence, led by Joe Patko from 
Terry Fox and Eiman Torabi of GlenEagle. 
Finally having the wind behind them, standoff 
Nick Hammerschmidt put up a 'Garry Owen' 
Judo in West Edmonton Mall 
PoCo family competes en masse at Alberto judo 
competition 
ttle while ago, the 
Edmonton International Judo 
hampionship took place 
at West Edmonton Mall. For those 
who are familiar with the mall, the 
tournament took place in the ice rink, 
which is situation in a central area 
of the mall. For fighters like Drew 
Roots, it was more than a little nerve 
wracking to have so many spectators. 
"We' re used to fighting in dark, dingy 
gyms in the middle of nowhere." 
It would have been especially 
embarrassing for the fighters who 
suffered concussions , or who were 
knocked unconscious, of which it was 
commented there seemed to be more 
than usual at that tournament. 
The weigh-in was on Friday, 
Aprill, and the tournament took 
place on the Saturday and Sunday. 
There were divisions broken up 
by age and weight with medals for 
first, second and third, and an open 
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category with a cash prize for the 
winner. There were four squares 
for fighters , with matches going 
continuously for most of the day. 
Unfortunately for Roots , after 
winning his first match and losing his 
second, he came back with a win , but 
was knocked out with a loss in his 
third,leaving him without placing. 
His siblings , also members of the Port 
Coquitlam Judo Club , fared better 
though. For the girls, Kristi Roots 
won a silver medal in the senior 
women's division, and a bronze in 
the junior girl's division. Matt and 
Kurt Roots both won gold in their 
divisions, and Chad Roots placed 
with a silver medal in his. 
After a long day of Judo, the 
family headed to the pool as attendees 
got discounted passes for it, the 
rollercoaster and other attractions at 
the mall. Mother of the bunch, Beth 
Roots said, "I'm proud of how my 
family did, I know they all fought 
their hardest." 
Ryan Kesler of the Vancouver Canucks has finally arrived full flight in the post-season. His 
power surge of nine points in his past four 
gaines has tied him up with Tampa Bay 
Lightning star Martin St. Louis for 13 
points and first overall in scoring so far in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Can this guy play or what? Mter 
going scoreless in the entire series with 
the Chicago Blackhawks and then the first 
two games in the Nashville series, he has 
been on fire, snapping his cold streak with 
five goals in his past three games. 
Playi~g like a trooper, Kesler has 
been sensational to say the least with not 
only scoring goals but playing all three 
zones consistently on a nightly basis. 
Perhaps he can lend his secret to the 
twins, captain Henrik Sedin and Art Ross 
winner Daniel Sedin, who have both been 
criticized for not showing up on the score 
sheet in this Nashville series. Daniel has 
just two assists and is a minus five in the 
set while Henrik isn't doing much better 
with just three points and a minus three 
rating. Sure, you can defend them and say 
they're not doing well because they're 
being shut down by the top Nashville 
defensive pairing or the checking line and 
that Pekka Rinne is standing on his head, 
which he is, but at the end of the day 
the top players have to perform like top 
players; no excuses . 
Now, with that being said, in the last 
game on Saturday night, there were. some 
flashes of their old dominating selves with 
great shifts loaded with scoring chances. 
However, with Rinne in net those scoring 
chances were just mere chances and 
nothing more . With a different goalie 
between the pipes there's a completely 
different story. 
The absent presence of the Sedins 
has forced others to step their games 
up, which has been a somewhat of 
a success, with most notably Kesler 
taking the leadership role. He has been 
playing so well that even the topic of 
.. ~ . 
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the Conn Smythe trophy has come into 
consideration already, which is the most 
valuable player of the playoffs. Kevin 
Bieksa had a few words to say about his 
teammate, stating that if they were to give 
the trophy at the half way point during the 
playoffs, Kesler would receive the honour 
no doubt. 
Kesler came out of the starting gates 
in full speed with a wicked wrist shot and 
hasn' t looked back since, scoring a career 
high of 41 goals and 73 points this regular 
season. If the Canucks come out of this 
series on top and advance to the Western 
Conference finals , look for the American 
born, Michigan native to lead the way ... 
especially if the Sedins continue to not 
show up in games. 
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Douglas ice hockev, 
only you can· make it happen. 
By David Finley 
The idea was tossed around last fall semester that we here at Douglas should try and start 
a college ice hockey team, and for 
a while things appeared to be going 
well. People were showing interest 
and excitement was building that 
this idea might become an amazing 
reality. But sadly, in the last few 
months interest has hit a bit of a 
slouch. Well actually, it's hit more of 
a brick wall than a slouch. We had 26 
people show their initial interest and 
in a way sign up. Unfortunately, only 
about ten of those people (including 
myself) who originally signed 
up have recently stated their still 
standing faith in the idea and their 
commitment to making it happen. You 
can't run a hockey team with eight 
skaters and two goalies; it just doesn't 
happen. So we are looking to you 
students of Douglas College. Are you 
willing to pick up the idea and help us 
run with it? Do you have friends who 
love to play hockey? Do you have 
friends who need a team to play for? 
Do you want to play? 
The basic plan was to join a 
men's beer league and play the season 
out, in order to see how the team 
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looks. There is also the possibility 
of being able to join the BCIHL 
(British Columbia Intercollegiate 
Hockey League) down the road, a 
circuit which already has teams in 
schools like SFU, UFV, Selkirk, TRU, 
UVIC and others. The cost to join a 
beer league is quite substantial, and 
therefore ideas for fundraisers have 
been brought up in order to alleviate 
some of the cost to the players (us), 
because, I mean, we are just college 
kids after all. We have also had the 
idea proposed that we rent some ice 
time at a rink and play some pickup, 
these are all options for things that 
can happen. 
Some have asked if you need 
to be great to play. Look, nobody is 
expecting the next Wayne Gretzky 
to walk in and be like "where's the 
team? I want to play." The only real 
requirement is that you have some 
kind of ice hockey experience, you 
don't have to be amazing, and that 
you have gear of some kind. The goal 
is still to get the team off the ground 
and flying, seeing how things go, and 
hoping things pan out. 
If you are interested in the idea, 
want to play, or want more details you 
can email me. In your email be sure to 
include your student number Gust so 
I know you are a student), your name 
(obviously), and what level of hockey 
you have played or are playing. 
I hope to hear from more people 
soon, after all we are a Canadian 
school, and what's being Canadian if 
we don't have hockey? And seriously, 
what would be better than seeing the 
Royals on ice? Nothing I say, nothing. 
To contact me you can email me 
at: goaliedude39@hotmail.com 
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B.C. youth to a conference 
in Van<:ouver from August 19-21, 2011 
-all expenses paid! 
If you're aged _18-30, live in BC, and want to 
learn about transportation, sustainability and 
planning, apply to attend by January 31, 2011. 
See translink.ca/bcyouthsummit for full details! 
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The Douglas Students' Union shares your 
disappointment that the U-Pass Agreement 
has not been finalized with Translink and the 
discounted transit pass is therefore not 
available to Douglas Students this summer. 
The DSU worked hard to make students' (who 
voted 94°/o in favour of the U-Pass) voice heard . 
and pushed for an earlier implementation. 
It appears that the institutions and Translink 
are close to finalizing the agreement and we 
hope that Douglas will be able to meet its new 
implementation date of September 2011. The 
DSU continues to advocate on behalf of 
students for the earliest possible implementation 
of the U-Pass BC program at Douglas College . . 
